
+ We hear the word of God – 

From Psalm 69.
Save me, O God, 
for the waters have come up to my neck.
I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold,
I have come into deep waters, 
and the flood sweeps over me.
I am weary with my crying: my throat is parched,
My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord;
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love,
answer me. 
 

+ We pray – 

Fr. Stanley Rother,
Your great heart of love 
led you to a vocation of service.
Your faith brought forth a response 
of hope from those you served.
By grace, your fortitude shows us 
the path of serenity in a time of despair.

We know that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the great Physician of soul and body,
who gives healing and hope to all who ask.
In this time of grave need,
we ask you to intercede before the Throne of Grace,
on behalf of (name),
that God will show mercy to (him/her) 
and spare (his/her) life.

Strengthen your servant (name),
to do what (he/she) has to do
and bear what (he/she) has to bear;

that, accepting God's healing gifts
through the skill of doctors and nurses,
(he/she) may be restored to health with a thankful heart.

Fr. Stanley Rother, 
you who gave your own life
so that the lives of others might be protected,
pray for all who confidently 
call upon you in their time of grave need.
Amen.

+ We sing – 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest;
lay down, thou weary one, 
lay down thy head upon my breast."
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad;
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live."
I came to Jesus, 
and I drank of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright."
I looked to Jesus, 
and I found in him my Star, my Sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk 
till traveling days are done.

Hymn text: Horatio Bonar, Tune: Kingsfold (English traditional)



Fr. Stanley Rother
Born: March 27, 1935

Ordained: May 25, 1963
Died: July 28, 1981

For more information about the life of Fr. Rother, and the
cause for his canonization, visit – 

http://www.catharchdioceseokc.org/history/rotherindex.htm

What is a Novena?

The English word “novena” is derived from the Latin word
“novem”, which means “nine”.  A novena is the practice of
saying a specific prayer every day for nine days.  In the first
chapter of the book of Acts, the apostles and the other first
Christians came together “in the upper” room for constant
prayer.  The tradition of the Church is that they prayed for
nine days, and then experienced the grace of Pentecost.  

The practice of praying novenas arose in very ancient times
in the Church.  Novenas are often part of our devotion to
saints, where we ask a saint or a holy person who is
deceased for his or her intercession for a specific need.
Many people believe in the sanctity of Fr. Rother, and in the
efficacy of his prayers for all those who call upon him in our
time of need.

Novenas may be prayed during private prayer, and they may
also be prayed in groups.  

Praying a novena is a way to receive God’s grace and to
deepen your spiritual life. 

Prepared and distributed by the 
Church of the Epiphany of the Lord, Oklahoma City.

+
Novena 

to the

SERVANT OF GOD

FR. STANLEY ROTHER

for the healing of a
person who is gravely ill.


