
NOVENA TO THE MAGI 

IN ANTICIPATION OF THE EPIPHANY
As a way to deepen our faith and honor this season, we invite all to pray this novena

each day between  December 28th and the vigil Feast of the Epiphany on January 5th.

At the end of each daily intention, please pray the Prayer of Hope and Faith for

Epiphany Parish.

28 December.  O holy Magi! You lived in continual

expectation of the rising of the Star of Jacob, which would announce the birth of

the true Sun of justice; pray for us that we will increase in faith and charity, and

receive the grace to live in continual hope of beholding one day the light of

heavenly glory and eternal joy.  Prayer of Hope and Faith.

29 December.  O holy Magi! who at the first appearance of the wondrous star

left your native country to go and seek the newborn King of the Jews; pray for us

that we will receive grace to respond eagerly to every divine inspiration. Prayer
of Hope and Faith.

30 December.  O holy Magi! who regarded neither the severity of the season, nor the

inconveniences of the journey that you might find the newborn Messiah; pray for us so that we will

not be discouraged by any of the difficulties which may meet us on the way of salvation. Prayer of
Hope and Faith. 

31 December.  O holy Magi! who were first among the Gentiles called to the knowledge of Jesus

Christ, and who persevered in the faith throughout your lives, pray for us that we will receive grace

to always live the letter and the spirit of our baptismal vows, ever growing in our life of faith, so

that like you we may see the God Who now is the object of our faith. Prayer of Hope and Faith.

1 January.  O holy Magi! who were gladdened by the star which led you to Bethlehem; pray for

us that we will receive grace to always remain faithful to God during afflictions, and be consoled

in time by His grace, and in eternity by His glory. Prayer of Hope and Faith.

2 January.  O holy Magi! who, entering full of faith into the stable of Bethlehem, prostrated

yourselves on the earth to adore the newborn King of the Jews, though he appeared to you in poverty and

weakness; pray for us that we may receive a lively faith in the real presence of

Jesus in the blessed Sacrament, the true spirit of poverty, and a Christ-like charity

for the poor and suffering and zeal for justice. Prayer of Hope and Faith.

3 January.  O holy Magi! who offered to Jesus Christ gold, incense, and myrrh,

thereby recognizing Him to be at once King, God, and Man; pray for us that we

will never present ourselves before Him with empty hands; but that we may

continually offer to Him the gold of charity, the incense of prayer, and the myrrh of

penance. Prayer of Hope and Faith.

4 January.  O holy Magi! who, when warned by an angel not to return to Herod,

traveled back to your country be another road; pray for us so that having found

Christ in true repentance, we may avoid all danger of losing Him again. Prayer of Hope and Faith.



5 January.  O holy Magi! whose gifts manifested the glory of God, pray for us

that we will be epiphanies of the Lord to all that we meet, showing by our words

and deeds the glory of the Lord.  May we be filled with a joyful inspiration for

the evangelization of our city and the salvation of many souls.  Prayer of Hope
and Faith.

PRAYER OF HOPE AND

FAITH FOR EPIPHANY PARISH.

O GOD – 

Who by a star guided the Holy Magi to the worship of your Son, 

lead all persons entrusted to the care of this parish 

into a personal relationship with Christ.

Help us to live our baptismal vows 

in truth, love, mercy, reconciliation, and justice, 

so that we become disciples of the Lord 

whose light shines before the world, 

and this parish becomes the City set on a Hill, 

where Christ dwells, 

who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen.
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Some Christians bless their homes on Epiphany each year. With chalk, they write an inscription on the inside lintel above
the front door. The series of numbers, letters and crosses changes only slightly from year to year. For example, at the start
of this year – 2015 – the line reads as follows: 20+C+M+B+19. 

The four digits designating the new year appear at the beginning and end of the line. In 2020, for example, the last
numbers change to a 20. Because Epiphany comes so near the beginning of the new year, the numbers represent an
annual renewal of God’’s blessing. 

The letters have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.
They also abbreviate the Latin words “Christus mansionem benedicat.” “May Christ bless the house.” The letters recall the
day on which the inscription is made, as well as the purpose of blessing. 

The crosses represent Christ, whom we invoke, and the saintliness of the magi. The inscription is made above the front
door, so that all who enter and depart this year may enjoy God’’s blessing. The month of January still bears the name of
the Roman god Janus, the doorkeeper of heaven and patron of the beginning and end of things. This blessing adds a
Christian dimension to the traditional observance of the first month. The inscription is made of chalk, a product of clay,
which recalls the human nature taken by God’’s eternal word in this holy season. 

If you want to bless your home this Epiphany, read the opening verses of John’’s Gospel, pray the Lord’’s prayer, then
write the inscription for this year above your front door with chalk.   by Paul Turner

Traditional Epiphany Blessing of a Home:  Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health, purity,
the strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Your law, the thanksgiving to God the Father and to
the Son and to the Holy Spirit. And may this blessing remain upon this home and upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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